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County to send letter to Navy
Lays out 41 points to address in draft impact statement
BY ADAM LINHARDT Citizen Staff

alinhardt@keysnews.com
Monroe County pushed forward plans Wednesday challenging the Navy over proposed changes at Naval Air Station Key West.
The County Commission unanimously approved a 12-page letter that lays out 41 points the county would like addressed before the Navy finalizes its 800-page Draft Environmental Impact Statement for flight operations at Boca Chica Field.
In summary, the Navy wants the option to do more aircraft carrier landing practice and the flexibility to increase flights and has submitted four alternatives to residents with the most drastic proposed increase being a 20 percent increase in base operations that would include loud jets.
One of the county's central beefs with the proposed environmental impact statement is the inclusion of F/A-18 E/F Super Hornet, which already flies out of Boca Chica Field. It likely will be joined by the incoming F-35 Joint Strike Fighter in the next four years. Monroe County also asks in its letter for the Navy to use newer models in evaluating noise levels, list options for noise mitigation, provide summaries of noise complaints and more.
The Navy maintains it has properly studied the latest Super Hornet's impact, and that its research met legal guidelines of the National Environmental Policy Act.
Fleet Forces Command spokesman Ted Brown on Wednesday said he didn't want to comment until he received and reviewed the finalized, official letter from the county.
John Abbott from Keith and Schnars, Fort Lauderdale-based consulting firm that co-wrote the county's letter to the Navy, told commissioners that the most common flyer out of NAS Key West is the F-5N Tiger II fighter jets, which are assigned to the Composite Fighter Squadron 111 (VFC-111), also known as the Sun Downers, the only squadron based at NAS Key West. They comprise about 27 percent of the flights.
But the older F-5s are followed by the F/A-18 E/F Super Hornets -- which compromise 25 percent of the flights -- which are the source of the most of the noise issues surrounding the base and the county wants the Navy to study the newest version of that jet further.
More specifically, the county wants the Navy to fully evaluate how loud that jet is before using it as a baseline against noise studies that include the new F-35. The county's letter to the Navy states that the F/A-18 E/F Super Hornet has not been fully evaluated.
The county will now send the Navy a letter that Abbott summarized this way in his presentation:
• Exclude the Super Hornet from the baseline and assess it as a new aircraft.
• Evaluate the peak levels of operations that are anticipated and not the average.
• Evaluate sound insulation, changes to flight course rules, purchasing property from willing sellers.
• Consider using the Advanced Acoustic Model when it is available when studying noise.
• Evaluate whether the additional training can be done somewhere else.
• Evaluate whether operations can be shifted to alternate runways.
• How would an increase in Navy personnel affect hurricane evacuation times?
• Can the Navy improve their bird aircraft strike hazard program to offset the anticipated increase in bird strikes?
Keith and Schnars Vice President Michael Davis is optimistic the Navy will listen to the county's concerns.
"My experience is that the Navy will engage in productive dialogue and do additional analysis so we have a good discussion," Davis said. "The county is really trying to help the Navy understand what the consequences are."
Commissioner Kim Wigington has long been a student of Navy policies hopes that the Navy takes their letter to heart. Wigington and other commissioners "poured over every word" of the letter, she said.
"We don't have enough information in this environmental impact statement to evaluate the impact," Wigington said.
A final version of the NAS Key West environmental impact statement will be released in summer 2013. A final draft, and final Navy decision, will be released that fall.
Residents can submit their comments at http://www.keywesteis.com. The website also has digital copies of the draft environmental impact statement. Hard copies have been distributed to all the branches of the Monroe County Public Library.
Comments also can be submitted via mail to: Naval Facilities Engineering Command Southeast, NAS Key West Air Operations EIS Project Manager, P.O. Box 30, Building 903, NAS Jacksonville, FL 32212.
The Navy is taking comments through Aug. 28.
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